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Who are our Migrant and  

LEP Students? 

 

 
Migrant and LEP students are highly mobile 

and are likely to have recently arrived in our 

district. Each one of you can do your part to 

help migrant students succeed as they strive 

to graduate from high school and pursue 

continuing education opportunities. You can 

have a  profound impact by taking a per-

sonal interest in your migrant or LEP stu-

dents, being flexible, and providing compre-

hensible instruction for students who fre-

quently have gaps in their knowledge of 

course content and/or limited proficiency in 

English. 

 

 

Helping LEP Students Adjust  

to the Classroom 
 

1. Announce the lesson’s objectives and 

activities. 

It is important to write the objectives on 

the board and review them orally at the  

beginning of class. 

2.    Write legibly. 

Please remember that some students have 

low levels of literacy or are unaccustomed 

to the Roman alphabet. 

3.   Develop and maintain routines. 

 Routines will help students determine 

 what will happen (types of assignments, 

 ways of giving instructions) without  

             relying solely on language cues.  

      4.    List and review instructions step by 

 step. 

Before students begin an activity, teachers 

should familiarize them with the entire list 

of instructions. 

5. Present frequent summations of  the 

       main points of the lesson. 

It is important to (1) try to use visual re-

views with lists and charts, (2) paraphrase 

the main points when appropriate,  

and (3) have students provide oral  

summaries. 

6.   Present information in varied ways. 

By using multiple media in the classroom, 

you can reduce reliance on language and 

place the information in a context that is 

more comprehensible to the students. 

 

 

 

Practices of Successful Teachers of  

LEP Students 

1. Rather than relying on language to facilitate 

learning, these teachers use a variety of  

 activities and learning opportunities for students 

 (e.g. visuals, physical activity and nonverbal 

 cues). 

2. When they do use language, they do not rely 

solely on English, but allow and encourage  

 students to use their own native languages as  

 needed to facilitate learning and participation. 

3. When these teachers use English, they modify  

 its complexity and content so their students  

 understand and can participate in classroom  

 activities. 

4. They do not rely only on themselves as the   

       source of knowledge and learning, but  

 encourage interaction among students by  

 bringing in older and younger students from 

 other classes; and they involve paraprofessionals 

 and  community members in classroom activities. 

5. They encourage authentic and meaningful  

 communication and interaction about course  

 content among students and between themselves 

 and students. 

6. They hold high expectations of their students, 

challenging them to tackle complex concepts  

 and requiring them to think critically, rather  

 than eliciting one-word responses to factual  

 questions that do not require higher-order  

 thinking. 

7. In content classes, they focus instruction squarely 

on the content itself, not on English.  
 At the same time, they build English language  

 development into their instruction in all classes, 

 including content classes. 

8.    They recognize students overtly and frequently. 
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Cultural Differences of LEP Students 

 
1. Some students are not accustomed to  

 looking directly at an authority figure or  

 an older person. They may feel more  

 comfortable looking down or away. This  

 is a sign of respect in some cultures. 

 

2. Many students who are limited in  

   English refrain from asking for help and 

 will not answer voluntarily. They may 

 smile or nod, seeming to indicate that 

 they understand what is being said, when 

 in reality they do not. Make eye contact 

 and smile; this will give the LEP student 

 confidence. Assign a peer  tutor (select 

 someone who really wants to take on 

 that responsibility). 

 

3. Some students may be apprehensive  

 about speaking out in a group, either  

 because the teacher (who is seen as a  

 respected “elder”) is present, or because  

 they may not have a specifically meaningful 

 thing to say. Silence, in some students’  

 cultures, may be a sign of respect rather  

 than a sign of inability or a refusal to  

 participate. 

 

4. Cultures perceive personal space  

 differently. Comfortably close in one culture 

 may be perceived as an invasion of space 

 or an aggressive posture in another. Allow 

 time and provide opportunities for  

 adjustment to these differences. 

Services Provided by the  

District ESL Teacher  

 
1. Assessment and evaluation of the proficiency 

level of the student 

2. On-going collaboration with classroom 

teachers of the LEP student 

3. Developing individual program service plans 

for each LEP student 

4. Assistance in making classroom instruction 

as understandable as possible to the LEP stu-

dent through the use of visuals 

5. Tutoring for homework and classroom pro-

jects 

6. Help with classroom readings 

7. Individualized assistance with study guides, 

tests, quizzes, and other assignments 

8.   Home visits to families of LEP students 

9.   Participation in parent/teacher conferences  

      as requested 

10. Providing accommodations during state  

 assessments  

11. Locating helpful resources 

 

 

You may contact Edith G. Ballestero, ESL 

District Instructor, by email or by leaving a 

note in her mailbox at your school. 

 

Edith.Ballestero@montgomery.kyschools.us 
Home School: McNabb Middle School 

Phone: (859) 497-8770 
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ESL INFORMATIONAL GUIDE 

 
 

Dear Montgomery County Teacher: 

 

According to federal guidelines of the No 

Child Left Behind Act of 2000, Montgomery 

County Schools provides an ESL Program 

for the Migrant and Limited English Profi-

cient (LEP) students in our school district. 

The primary goal of this service is to help 

these students make a smooth transition  

into the regular classroom. This action  

cannot be accomplished without the help  

of the classroom teacher. This pamphlet 

contains useful information to assist you in 

helping the ESL district instructor. Please 

read  carefully and refer to it whenever  

necessary. 

 

Thanks for your cooperation and assistance. 

 

Dawn Cockrell   

Director of Instruction 

 


